
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Rev. William M. Reynolds, D.D. 107 

of Bethlehem, for which he had heen collecting materials 
during the past fifteen years. This was to he followed by a 
History of Northampton County. 

On Saturday afternoon, October 28, his remains were in- 
terred in the old cemetery at Bethlehem. 



MEMORIAL NOTICE OF THE REV. WILLIAM M. 
REYNOLDS, D.D. 

Bead by Townsend Ward before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

Nov. 13, 1876. 

Me. President: Our fellow member, the Rev. "William 
Morton Reynolds, D.D., of Oak Park, near Chicago, died 
on Tuesday, the 5th of September, 1876. His illness ex- 
tended through a period of twenty days ; and it was attended 
by intense suffering, which he bore with the patience and 
resignation befitting his faith. 

Dr. Reynolds was born at Little Falls, in Fayette County 
of this State, on the 4th of March, 1812. Regretting that 
I know nothing else of his earlier years, I can only say, that 
when he arrived at manhood, he entered the Lutheran 
ministry, and was the Professor of Latin in Pennsylvania 
College at Gettysburg for about eighteen years, when, in 
1850, he resigned to accept the presidency of Capitol Uni- 
versity at Columbus, Ohio. Subsequently to this he took 
charge of a collegiate institution at Allentown in Pennsyl- 
vania, and afterwards he accepted the presidency of the 
Illinois State University at Springfield. About 1864, he 
left the Lutheran ministry, and entered that of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, and was, at the time of his death, 
the rector of the church at Oak Parks. 

On the 18th of May, 1848, Dr. Reynolds was led to make 
an address on " The Swedish Church in America." It was 
delivered before the Historical Society of the American 
Lutheran Church at Gettysburg, but it was not published 
until the following year. Its preparation for the press in- 
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volved considerable research, and during the interval, he 
found the subject so much more important than he had at 
first supposed it to be, that he announced in a note to the 
address, his contemplated intention to translate the history 
of New Sweden, by Israel Acrelius, Provost of the Churches 
on the Delaware. 

Dr. Nicholas Collin, of the church of Gloria Dei at Wieaco, 
had, in 1799, begun the translation of this most important 
work, but his labor extended only so far as a few chapters. 
Du Ponceau, in 1834, had spoken of it as " much more com- 
plete, and in every respect superior," to the work of Campa- 
nias, but still it remained to us a sealed book, for it was in 
Swedish ; a language little known among us. Dr. Reynolds' 
declaration, that were he able to obtain a copy, he would 
study the language and translate it, led to one being bor- 
rowed, and twenty-five years after that time, he handed 
over to the trustees of the Publication Fund, his translation 
completed. His translation was now submitted to a most 
rigidly critical test. Our fellow member, Mr. Joseph J. 
Mickley, a good Swedish scholar, read aloud in English, 
from the original Acrelius, to the writer of this, who held 
in his hand the translation by Dr. Reynolds ; every error, 
and there were very few, was noted, as was also every 
instance where a delicately modified expression might better 
render the author's meaning, and of these there were hardly 
more than one hundred. The suggestions were all accepted, 
sometimes with further modification by the translator. One 
case only occurred, of serious difficulty, and in this, after a 
correspondence of several w T eeks, Dr. Reynolds was adjudged 
by an educated lady from Sweden to be correct. 

I have thought it due, Mr. President, to the memory of 
this excellent man, who worked as scholars did in the olden 
time, that a knowledge of such protracted, unselfish, and 
valuable labor should be recognized and preserved by us. 
Those who properly regard such labor come at last to know 
that it is priceless, and that it renders illustrious the commu- 
nity that fosters it. 



